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Abstract 
This research was necessary as a result of the need to improve school learning 
environment for a good childhood Education. The study was carried out with 
primary four pupil in 2 government primary schools in Aguata L.G.A. of 
Anambra State Nigeria. Four schools were used, two from Urban and two 
from rural areas. The Urban school is experiment group while the rural school 
is control group. The population of the study is 78 urban pupil and 32 rural 
primary four pupils which gives a total of 110 pupils. The Experimental group 
is the urban school, while the control group is the rural school. The analysis of 
the data was done using mean Standard Deviation and Anova. The findings of 
the study showed that Experimental group performed better than the control 
group. 

  
Background of the Study 
 Nigeria a great nations with many credits with over one hundred and sixty four 
million Nigerians and thirty six states, however, has dwindling economy and massive 
unemployment of youths and adults, persistent ethnic and religions crisis, national 
instability, insecurity, lack of unity and property. Despite all these, Education still 
provides the best alternative for a sustainable development and stable economy. 
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 This Education has changed drastically over the last few decades in Nigeria. 
Many of these changes have been taken place at a time when we have been 
experiencing social changes which is concomitant with technological advances. 
 In all these changes, nothing has been more significant and fundamental as 
modifications made in curriculum (Learning Environment). 
 
 Against the backdrop of the changes in the national life, what should the 
teachers and other stakeholders do to improve education system? What resources 
should be put in place to ensure education for all by 2020 in Nigeria? Infact what 
should be done to achieve the millennium Development Goals (MDGS) by 2020 in 
Nigeria?, Effective leaving which leads to Education is the Answer.  
 

However, for effective transmission of what is worth while to youths and 
adults? (Education) there must be an effective or meaningful learning. Learning which 
is change in the learners behaviour (Overt or covert) as a result of new experience 
should be done in a conducive learning Environment. (Physical, Social or 
Psychological)  What then is this learning environment? It was the ancient Greek 
philosophers that first explained learning environment. They saw it from physical, 
social and psychological dimensions.  
 

The physical environment refers to the equipment, the learning materials, the 
classroom arrangement and other facilities. Froebel (1782-1852) held that an orderly 
and well structured environment with sphere and geometric forms like balls, cubes, 
cylinders and blocks of different sizes.  
 

In the same vein Ejide 2010 saw with plato (427-347), in the Republic, held the 
view proper education should take place in a beautiful environment. 
Rousseau (1712-1778) supported for child centered Education, where the child interacts 
directly with the environment. Gutek, 1991 reasoned that Rousseau (1712-1778) 
showed his ideas with a hypothetical child Emile, who was reared in a controlled 
environment (Education of child from infancy to join adulthood in a prepared 
Environment) a country estate where Emile experienced nature directly. For Rousseau 
his educational environment includes enriched physical environment that provides a lot 
of opportunities for children to experience nature. 
 
 In support of the above O’Donnell, Reeve and Smith, (2009) opined that 
attractiveness of classroom, which includes the arrangement or orderliness of the 
furniture, the quality of illumination as well as the tidiness of the classroom floor have 
been shown to affect school performance (achievement) 
 
 Also, there are many documented studies which showed the importance of 
physical environment on Cognitive ability of both human being and animals (Haskins 
1989; Tanner 2000). Ejide emphasizing on correlation between cognitive gains and 
physical environment cited researcher like (Scarr and weinbren, 1976, 1989) of Trans 
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racially adopted black children, those adopted in their second year of life attained an 
average 1Q of 106, well above the mean of the general population, while those adopted 
in their first year of life made higher 10 of 110 about 20 points higher. The researchers 
inferred that the environment factors rather than heredity could be responsible for the 
difference in intelligent. This means that the environment of the child must be 
improved to ensure optimal cognitive development and good academic achievement. 
 
 Also another group of researchers Greenough, Black and wallace, (1987) used 
rat to ascertain the impact of good environment. It was discovered that rats raised in an 
enriched, stimulating environment learned more quickly than the control group brought 
up in poor and unstimulating environment. 
 

When the brain of the rats were examined, it was discovered that the brains of 
the rats raised in an enriched environment had thicker and heavier cortex, richer blood 
supply, and higher protein content. Also, they has more dendrite spines that facilitated 
neural transmission of messages.   
 

Also, social environment is the inter action people have with each other, e.g 
Teachers, students, peer (mko) as cited by vygostosky (1896). The importance of social 
environment in Education of children and learners generally was emphasized by plato. 
For plato, the need to seclude children in state nurseries to shield them from the 
corruptive influence of parents and the wider society is necessary. 
 

In the same vein Rousseau believed in the innate goodness of man. For him he 
argued that every thing was good as it came from the hands of the creator. Human 
being was victims of corruptive influences of society like, Liars, thieves or murderers. 
These are learned from the society. Owen (1857) supported this with his favourable 
dictum that “man’s character is made for him and not by him” this shows the 
importance of social environment in character formation. For Owen whoever controlled 
environment would be able to produce the kinds of human being he wanted. This goes 
in line with the idea of Watson, who said “give me a dozen children and I will produce 
lawyers, engineers, doctors, farmer, liars, beggars etc from them”. 
 

Also, many behaviorist like, Evan Pavlow, BF. Skinner, Thorndike, Bandura, 
Vygostsky assert the role of social environment in learning. Furthermore, Greeno, 
Collins and Renick, (1966) and Rogoff (1998) stated that Vygostsky’s theory has it that 
knowledge is distributed among people and environments, which include objects, 
artifacts, books and the communities in which people live. This suggest that knowing 
can best be advanced through interactions with others in cooperative activities. 
 

Pointing on the important of the environment, Ejide (2010) opined that children 
learn values of the micro system (the home) and the values of the macro system (larger 
society). Thus children born in technologically advanced societies will apply the tools 
of their culture to their thinking in ways totally different from those born is agaririan 
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culture. The social environment the child finds himself therefore effects what the 
individual learns. 
  

The Psychological environment involves the emotional disposition of the 
learner, trust, caring and interpersonal relationships. Learning increases when learners 
feel physically and emotionally safe (Brophy, 2006 b; Watson and Ecken 2003; wesler, 
2003) from experience, it have been noticed that Psychological environment is more 
important then any other aspect of the learning environment. Unachukwu and Ebenebe 
(2009) held the view that the learners occupies a very unique position in the education 
process in the sense that without the learner, there is no learning. The disposition of the 
taught is therefore of paramount importance. 
 

The teacher’s unethical practice can create undure pressure antithetical to 
meaningful learning. The students instead of concentrating on academic work may 
resort to prostitution to buy handout, purchase grades (for girls) violence, gangs, 
cultism, drug abuse, rape, purchase grades, robbery (for boys). This may even lead to 
the potentials of hunting them for the rest of their lives. (Education a double edged 
sword) what a tragedy? 
 

It is therefore difficult to separate learning environment from curricular issues 
(Unachukwu, 2011). The above idea is being supported by Ebenebe and Unachukwu 
1995) they explained that the learning situations that is the learning environment is the 
third basic element of the learning event. It may be immediate (the home, classroom) or 
remote (school board) in which ever way; it is a conditions that affects learners.    
 

Components that make learning environment includes school size, quantity of 
teachers / students, adequacy of infrastructure, students /Teachers relationship and 
education mission, Ventilation, Good lighting, visual resources, ICT resources, outdoor 
classroom. A good classroom environment as can be seen in this is that which contains 
all these any thing short of that is not conducive for learning. 
 

Infact, National Association of Teachers Educators for family and consumers. 
NATERAC 2009 as cited by Unachukwu (2011) opined that it is the matrix that  
 
Nurtures or Inhibits Learners Growth 

The picture pointed above shows that learning environment whether physical, 
social or psychological should be sound and well enriched for effective teaching and 
learning. It is therefore the duty of the teachers and other stakeholders in Education to 
creative enabling and supportive environment for achievement of Educational goals and 
objectives. The childhood Education being the bedrock of Education needs to be giving 
a serious attention as regards to good learning environment. 
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However, experience and practical wisdom revealed that not much have been 
done in this areas for effective learning, (Maduewesi, 2005; UNICEF, 1998; Obama, 
2006) thus, the research topic. 
 
Statement of the Problem  
 One of the problems facing school system is how to achieve efficiency and 
effectiveness in teaching and learning (Alumode, 2011). This is because experience has 
shown that more often than not many teaching do take place but little learning is 
achieved Ebenebe and Unachukwu (2009).  
 

This creates a lot of problems for Educational planners administrators and 
implementers. As a result of this many questions tend to arise; can it be that the 
conventional method of instruction is no longer effective or is it as a result of teacher 
controlled variables like, use of reinforcement? or is it as a result of poor mastery of the 
subject matter? If so, new ways of improving teaching and learning should be devised. 
This is found in making school learning environment conducive. It is for these reasons 
that the researchers of this paper deemed it necessary to have a look on this topic.  
 
Research Questions 

The following research questions guided the groups. 
1. What are the impact of good learning environment on t he academic 

achievement scores of primary four pupils in the experimental and control 
groups. 

2. what are the impact of good learning environment on the retention scores   of 
primary four pupils in the experimental and control groups. 

 
Hypothesis 

The following hypothesis was tested at .05 alpha level Ho: Thereis no 
significant difference in the mean academic achievement scores of primary four pupils 
in the experimental and control groups due top good learning environment. 
 
Research Question One 
Table 1:Mean and Standard Deviation of the Academic Achievement of the 
Experimental and Control Groups on the Impact of Good Learning Environment  
 
Exp 
Control 

N X SD 
78 
32 

38.25 
14.83 

3.70 
8.62 

Experiment group had a mean score of 38.25 and standard deviation of 3.70 while the 
control group had a mean score of 14.83 and standard deviation of 8.62. this shows that 
the experimental group achieved more than the control group due to good learning 
environment. 
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Research Question Two 
Table 2: Mean and Standard Deviation of the Retention Scores of the 
Experimental and Control group due to good learning Environment 
  
 

N 
 

X 
 

SD 
 

Experiment 
 

78 
 

40.34 
 

3.33 
 

Control 32 22.75 7.92 

  
From the table above, the experimental group had a mean score 40.34 and 

standard deviation of 3.33 while the control group had a mean score of 22.75 and a 
standard deviation of 7.92. This shows that the experimental group retend more than 
the control group. 
 
Hypothesis 
Table 3:ANOVA Table of the Achievement Score of the Experimental and Control 
groups due to good learning Environment 
Source of 
Variation 

SS df ms F- cal F - crit Sig remark 

 
Between 
Groups 

 
71.45 

 
     1 

 
 
35.25 

 
 
6.35 

 
 
4.00 

 
 
S 

 
 
Rejected 
Ho  

Within Groups 
 
222.316 

   
   108 

 
 4.85 

Total 293.766    109  

 
The table above shows that F-cal of 6.35 is greater than the critical F value of 

4.00. this implies that the null hypothesis is rejected slowly that there is a significant 
difference in the mean achievement scores of the experimental and control groups due 
to learning environment.  
 
Discussions of the Findings 

The findings of this study in table 1 showed that pupils who were the 
experimental group, that is those who were taught in good learning environment 
achieved more than the control group, who were taught in less enriching environment. 
  

In table 2, from the mean scores of control group and experimental group on 
level of retention, as a result of good learning environment, it was found out that 
experimental group retained more than the Control group. These findings are in line 
with (Brophy 2006, Watson and Ecken 2003, Wesler, 2003), who said that physical 
environment is more important than any other aspect of learning environment. 
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Table 3 showed that their is a significant difference in the mean achievement scores of 
the experimental groups due to learning   environment. This significant differences in 
the mean achievement scores of the null hypothesis leads to rejection of the hypothesis. 
This finding is in agreement with O’Donneth Preeve and Smith (2009), who opined 
that attractiveness of classroom which includes the arrangement or orderliness of the 
furniture, the quality of illumination as well as the tidiness of class floor have been 
shown to affect school performance. 
 
Conclusion 

Childhood Education, an important level of Education which the government, 
have either neglected by mistake or do not understand it’s role has much to do for 
educational effectiveness. 
 

Thus the childhood education can only do through a good learning 
environment. A classroom or school built around multiple intelligence model, good 
infrastructure, equipment, good screen provides more opportunities for children to 
achieve high and retain what ever they were taught. Good learning environment also 
provides more opportunities for children, who in the past may have felt stupid to gain a 
sense of self worth and competence. When children are working with their relative 
strengths and are absorbed in their tasks, misbehaviour is likely not to occur because 
motivation is high. 
 
Recommendation 

Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are made: 
1. The head teachers of rural area should ensure that flowers are planted along the 

path ways in the school. This beautifies the environment of the school, which 
helps for easy adjustment of the children in the school. 

2. Classrooms should be well arranged both the seats, tables, chalk board and other 
learning materials should be kept in their places. 

3. Concrete instructional materials or models should be used for good and easy 
retention of both rural and urban children. 

4. The head teachers of both rural and urban area should renovate the school 
buildings as and when due, this can motivate the pupils to learn.   

5. The government should provide good teachers for children in rural areas. This 
makes them to learn and have confidence in their reading. 

6. the head teachers of rural areas must make sure that whatever teaching equipment 
or material provided for those in urban area, should also be provided for rural 
schools. 
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